Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 CAIRO 05923 010844Z 
12 

ACTION SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO SY-05 DODE-OO CCO-OO 

PM-04 /043 W 

000378 

Z O 010820Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI FLASH 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA FLASH 
SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 3030 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AIR BASE GERMANY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 5923 

DEPT PASS SECRETARY 

MONROVIA AND DAKAR FOR SECRETARY 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (ROBINSON, CHARLES) 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF DEPUTY SECRETARY ROBINSON: EGYPTIAN AIRCRAFT 
REF: CAIRO 5873 

1 . AFTER TELLING US ALL LAST WEEK THAT A PRESIDENTIAL 
AIRCRAFT WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO FLY DEPUTY 
SECRETARY FROM CAIRO TO NAIROBI, AN EMBARRASSED PRESIDENCY 
OFFICIAL INFORMED US THIS MORNING THAT PRESIDENCY REGRETS 
THAT NO AIRCRAFT CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE. NEITHER OF 
THE TWO PRESIDENTIAL MYSTERES, IT TURNS OUT, WILL BE 
SERVICEABLE. ONE IS IN SAUDI ARABIA WITH AN ENGINE 
CHANGE REQUIRED; THE OTHER IS OUT OF COMMISSION IN 
CAIRO. PRESIDENCY EXPLAINED THAT IN ASSURING US 
EARLIER A MYSTERE WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE, IT HAD 
SPOKEN ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT ONE OR THE OTHER OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL MYSTERES WOULD BE OPERABLE BY MAY 2. 

THIS NOW TURNS OUT NOT TO BE THE CASE. PRESIDENCY WAS 
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BE ABLE TO GIVE IN HELPING ARRANGE DEPUTY SECRETARY'S 
ONWARD TRAVEL BY OTHER MEANS, BUT HAD NO SPECIFIC IDEAS. 
WE ARE CHECKING ALL AVAILABLE ONWARD TRAVEL OUT OF CAIRO 
TO NAIROBI TOMORROW, MAY 2, AND WILL ADVISE SOONEST. 

2. AS THIS MESSAGE IS BEING WRITTEN, DEPUTY SECRETARY 
IS STILL ENROUTE FROM LUXOR TO CAIRO AND HAS NOT 
YET BEEN ADVISED OF ABOVE. WILL ADVISE HIM WHEN 

HE ARRIVES IN NEXT HOUR. 

3. FOR NAIROBI: IF THERE IS NO FEASIBLE COMMERCIAL FLIGHT OUT 
OF CAIRO TOMORROW, IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY WE MIGHT 
PREVAIL UPON KENYANS SEND ONE OF THEIR OFFICIAL AIRCRAFT 
TO PICK UP DEPUTY SECRETARY AND FLY HIM TO NAIROBI 

MAY 2. 

4. FOR WASHINGTON: AS ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE, COULD 
DEPARTMENT ARRANGE THROUGH DOD SEND USAF AIRCRAFT 
FROM EUROPE TO CAIRO TONIGHT TO FLY DEPUTY SECRETARY 
TO NAIROBI TOMORROW. IF SO, ADVISE SOONEST 

SO THAT WE MAY ARRANGE NECESSARY FLIGHT CLEARANCES. 
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